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Getting to Know Beyond the Books 
Educational Foundation

Beyond the Books Educational Foundation is a not-for-profit corporation 
whose goal is to provide a long-term, self sustaining financial base to 
fund innovative academic programs in District 87 and Unit 5 public 
schools which are beyond the limits of normal tax support. Organized 
in 1992, the foundation is a group of private citizens and is not part 
of either school district. The Boards of Education of both districts 
encouraged the Foundation’s formation and strongly support its efforts.
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Welcome!
Greetings,
Can you imagine playing 
hide and seek using a 
GPS device? Or putting 
together a web based 
podcast…in Spanish? 
Or maybe even building 
a model car that runs 
on hydrogen? Over the 
past 18 years, Beyond 
the Books Educational 
Foundation (BTBEF) has 
funded projects that spark 
learning in innovative and 
creative ways. 

Each year, the educators in Unit 5 and District 87 dream of new and 
exciting ways to enhance education and they put their dreams into grant 
applications. BTBEF board members pour over these grants, rank, deliberate, 
and ultimately select a certain number of grants to fund. Having read these 
grants for many years, the hardest part is realizing the number of projects 
that will not be funded because of limited dollars. 

Last year, BTBEF initiated a plan to increase its endowment to one million 
dollars. Reaching this goal would significantly increase the number of 
projects we are able to support and the number of children who would 
benefit from these exceptional experiences. 

Now we are in the midst of an economic crisis that has made the road 
to reach one million dollars appear much steeper. As the stock market 
fluctuates, everyone is wondering what investments will offer the best 
return. Perhaps we can look a little closer to home. Our children are a long 
term investment that one day will reflect the quality of their education and 
the value the community has placed on their future. 

If you have already provided support to Beyond the Books Educational 
Foundation, please accept my sincere thanks on behalf of the current and 
past board members. If you are just now learning about this amazing 
Foundation, please consider your gift and allow us to add your name to 
those listed in this publication.  Your gift will provide terrific learning 
opportunities for today’s children and also for their children and 
grandchildren. Now that’s what I call an amazing return on investment!

Thank you,
Julie Payne
President, Beyond the Books Educational Foundation

geocaching.. high tech hide and seek
Fox creek elementary



Financial Update
The Foundation is a Not-For profit 501(c)3 organization. All gifts are eligible 
for tax deductible status. Please consult your tax professional for details.

reVenue

grant amounts requested & aPProVed

exPenses



Contributors
cumulative: 1992-2008
$50,000 - above
BUSINESS
State Farm Insurance Co. Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
BUSINESS
National City Bank
Mitsubishi Motors North America

$10,000-$24,999
BUSINESS
Commerce Bank Shares Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
ORGANIzATION
Paul A Funk Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
PERSONAL
Ed Jr and Sally Rust
Jack and Kim North

$5,000-$9,999
BUSINESS
Stark Materials Inc.
Clemens and Associates Life Agency Ltd
Commercial Bag Company Inc
Pantagraph Printing and Stationery Company
The Pantagraph
Bauer and Gudeman, Inc.
Ryder Student Transportation Services, Inc.
Heritage Enterprises Inc.

$5,000-$9,999
PERSONAL
Katherine and David Hurst
Dr. Jerry and Carole Ringer
Roger and Stephany Joslin
Bill and Sandy Slingsby
Dan and Paula Leifel
Dr. William E and Janella Cooley
Richard and Janet Percy
Gayle Dustman
Phares and Harriet O’Daffer
Dr. Michael and Carol Hutmacher
Leon and Sharron Maxwell
Dr. and Mrs. David Koch
Mr. Jim Rutrough
Kim and Donna Brunner
Gary and Donna Grant

$2,500-$4,999
BUSINESS 
First Federal Savings of Bloomington

$2,500-$4,999
ORGANIzATION
Unit 5 Education Association
Illinois Prairie Community Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
PERSONAL 
Peg and Bill Wetzel
Kathie and Alan Chapman
Marc and Darlene Miller
John and Laura Dirks
Robert and Susan Nielsen
Mr. and Mrs. Vic Armstrong Jr.
Reid and Cathy Richards
Chuck and Susan Hurliman
Harriett F Rust
Parker Kemp

$1,000-$2,499
BUSINESS
Illinois Farm Bureau, Country Financial and 
GROWMARK, Inc
Farnsworth Group
Kemp Foundation
Shirk Foundation
Busey Bank
Snyder Corporation
Bank of Illinois
Mercantile Bank
Middleton Associates, Inc
Central Supply Co
Van Gundy Agency Insurance
US Bank
Don Owen Tire and Auto
Bloomington Offset Process Inc
Ron Smith Printing Co., Inc
Kurt’s Autobody Repair Shop, Inc
Brandt Truck Line, Inc
C R Epperson Construction, Inc
GTE Telephone Operations
Felmley Dickerson Co.
IBM Corp.
Hanson’s Cleaners
Union Planters Bank
Carpet Weaver’s, Inc
School Shop
Vitesse Cycle Shop
Nybakke Vacuum Shop, Inc
BLDD Architects, Inc.
Bratcher Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc
Brock Oil Co.
Jack Lewis, Inc Fine Jewelry

$1,000-$2,499
ORGANIzATION
Sam’s Club Foundation
Chiddix Junior High PTO
Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 99
The Merwin Foundation, Inc.
Oakdale Elementary PTO

$1,000-$2,499
PERSONAL 
Willie G Brown
Jeff and Cheryl Jackson
Hugh and Ellen Flanagan
Thomas and Carole Barger III
John and Anne Libert
Victor and Carin Gudeman



$1,000-$2,499
PERSONAL, CONTINUED
Steven and Deborah Wannemacher
Gail Ann and Robert W Briggs
Todd and Sally Tucker
Dr. and Mrs. Ashvin K Patel
Don Sullivan
Dr. and Mrs. David Chow
John and Mary King
Dr. Michael and Susan Emmerson
Dave and Mary Ann Webb
Alan and Elizabeth Robb Sender
Sam and Norma Van Scoyoc
Anne Broughton
Jerry and Alberta Newman
James and Sue Freytag
Elizabeth Stein
James and Sharon Walker
Jane and Rich Beal
Mr. and Mrs. John D Hanson
John and Laura Robinson
Willie McCauley
Mark and Susan Godley
Mike and Patti Davidson
Chris and Laurette Stiles
Julia W Basting
Darrell and Karen Kehl
Stan and Alice Ommen
Thomas Nielsen, M.D.and Kathryn Bohn, M.D.
Ed and Ivey Weaver
Dr. Jeffrey and Julie Poulter
Dr. Robert and Carol Lauder
Connie and Rick Laleman
Alexander and Connie Horvath
Kurt and Joyce Moser
Connie J DeBord
Jane Legner
K Robert and Mary Dooley
Mr. and Mrs. William E Froelich III
Dr. Thomas Theobald
Dr. Katherine Widerborg
Adrienne Ives
Dr. Richard Trefzger
W Brad and Tonya Barker
Jack and Ann Ingold
Larry and Barbara Efaw
Diana Coombs
Peter Whitmer
Nancy W Callis
Pat Kaisner
William and Mary Jo Barker
John and Marilyn Freese
Gretchen Cetin
Dr. Richard and Donna Sens
Erik and Terri Prenzler
Vickie Mahrt

Contributors
cumulative: 1992-2008, continued

Judy Markowitz
Patsy and Jack H Bowles
Patricia and Vincent Trosino
Dr. and Mrs. John S Esch
Gregg and Barby Mecherle
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Berg
Dr. Stephen and Anne Matter
Suzanne Williams
Judge and Mrs. James and Ruth Knecht
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Secord
Steve and Linda Stockton
Fred and Deb Wollrab
Judie Bey
Dr. John and Mrs. Betty Frisch
Larry and Debbie Hopkins
Parker and Sharon Lawlis
Michael and Connie Tipsord
Vernon and Doris Prenzler
Eldon and Jane Haab
Linda Stawick
Dr. Craig Witte
Mrs. Louise Krueger
David and Kathryn Snyder
Richard and Susan Kasbeer
Dr. John and Margaret Randolph
Alice F and Thomas E Mulligan
Duane L and Suzanne Miller
Norman and Donna Vincent
Dr. Harold A and Debbie Nord
Mr. Gary Nickum
Inez and Ernest Stevenson
Dr. Susan J Silvey
Edward L and Patricia L Manahan
Rex J and Reva M Bates
Dr. Holly Novak
William Schaffnit
Dr. Daniel and Kathy Nord
Dr. and Mrs. James E Swanson
Thomas E and Helen S Ochs
Mr. William S Bach
Dr. William and Lynne VanderWaal
Paul and Linda Young
Bryon Tucci
William Semlak 
David Snyder
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R Wright
Karl and G Jeannie Heien
Davis and Sharon Merwin
Larry and Dixie Raines
John and Barbara Meek
Dr. Mark Ulbrich
Barbara Silk
Marsh and Marianne Kaisner
Dr. and Mrs. James Peng
Tony and Suzanne Bykowski
William and Connie Mueller



$1,000-$2,499
PERSONAL, CONTINUED
Dr. Meng and Linda Horng
Susan C Johnson
Susan Bandy
Dr. Frank and Ruthann Foehr
Jonathan and Jane Foss
Ron and Dee Matthews
Dr. Ruel N Wright
Jerry and Peggy Reynolds
Doug and Suzan Gildner
Stephen and Susan Kern
Carl and Chantal Sneed
Frank and Gigi Miles
Steve and Judy Lehmann
Robert and Lynn Meeker
Stefanie Lewis
Rebecca Lysohir
David and Sally Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Guy C Fraker
William and Mary Shepherd
Connie Schroeder

$500-$999 
BUSINESS
Pontiac National Bank/Freestar Bank
Winn Tire and Auto Service
First Midstate, Inc
McLean County Title Co
The Nanny Agency, Inc.
Eureka Company
Heartland Bank and Trust Co
Paxton’s, Inc
Bank One

$500-$999
ORGANIzATION
Northpoint Elementary PTO
Community Foundation of McLean County
Knights of Columbus Bloomington Council 574
Laborers’ Local #362
Bloomington High School Class of 1948

$500-$999
PERSONAL
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M and Vivian Reardon
Brenda Cinkovich
Dan and Kathy Steadman
Mary Kay Scharf
Susan and Russ Waring
Dr. Robert and Barbara Malito
Paul and Estelle Brown
Leon and Sally zanoni
Roger and Mary Hunt
John and Margaret Kirk
Donna Lutkehaus
Lynette and Rick Mehall
Gloria J Jameson
Robert and Mary Williams
Marvis A Dickinson

Contributors
cumulative: 1992-2008, continued

John Pratt
Bill and Linda Nichelson
Rebecca and Russel Francois
Judge and Mrs. W Charles and Donna Witte
Gary and Becky Niehaus
Stephen and Rebecca Wallace
Thomas and Nancy Ronquillo
Paul Lawrence and Helen Ogar
Dale Holzwarth
John and Sue Boerner
James and Mary Anderson
Neil and Lynn Finlen
Nancy J Mazur
Gary L and Linda S Fillingham
Trunella Trent
Dr. Clint and Dr. Pat Bunke
Mildred Pratt
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Novotny
Joy and George Szmaj
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Plast
Doug and Margaret Williams
Dave and Norma Ashbrook
Jim and Sandi Thompson
Lori and Scott Laughlin
John and Lori Lamarra
John and Barbara Cowden
Greg and Betty Ann Fisher
Russ and Donna Hagen
Kimberly Olson
Jeff and Julie Payne

Families are reading more
Prairieland school



memorial giFts 
(honoree in italics)
Mary Arnold
Sandy Slingsby
Hazel Chelmo
Gail Ann and Robert Briggs 
Gary and Becky Niehaus
Unit 5 Board of Education
James Haney
Janella Cooley 
Anthony Lyons
Eileen Backman
Bill McCormick
District 87 Board of Education
Chester Otto
District 87 Board of Education
Yvonne Smith
District 87 Board of Education
Frank Yoggerst
District 87 Board of Education

Bequest 
Naomi Oesch Trust
Myron Oesch, Trustee

matching giFt
Brad Secord

good neighBor grant 
Steve Wallace
State Farm Insurance Co. Foundation

honor giFts (honoree in italics)
Anjali Avatapalli
Srinivas Avatapalli
Matthew and Makenna Barker
W Brad and Mary Jo Barker
Julia and Samuel Briggs
Gail Ann and Robert Briggs
Mrs. Kim Carhans
John and Paula Pratt
Sriya Darsi
Nandi and Lakshmi Darsi
Hunter Dotson
Stephanie and Michael Dotson
Amanda Grimes
Denise Lydigsen
Astha and Akita Gupta
Sunil Gupta
John Lutes
George and Beth Dulee

Contributors
Austin and Emily Martin
Gail Ann and Robert Briggs
Grace and Sam McCullers
Rob and Sam McCullers
Jan Meadows
Amy Schillage
Mark and Donnelle Pressburger
Michael and Wanda Thrasher
Chad and Apsara Sorensen
Jennifer and Caitlin Fleming
Asha Morampudi
Nageswara Morampudi
Dr. Robert Nielsen
John and Laura Dirks
Robby Pratt
John and Paula Pratt
Jhaqai and Ashtyn Rankin 
Michael Rankin
Janenne Scott
First State Bank
Laurel Straub
Lewis Steinbach
Steve and Laurel Straub
Lewis F Steinbach
Caleigh Thayer
Jeremy and Christy Thayer 
Herbert True
Ivey Weaver
Nancy Brady 

educator honor roll 2008-09 
(honoree in italics)
Mrs. Cindy Moore
Nikki and Lucas Firmand
Dawn Conroy
Brad, Stephanie and Lane Brown
Emily Coffey
Brad, Beth and Anna Peterson
Mrs. Jill Hartke
Renee, Bill and Elijah Young
Mrs. Kim Brandon
Renee, Bill and Elijah Young
Meagan Harden
Gabe, Ruby and Aaron Trevino
Mrs. Newton
Jason, Brandy and Camry Capsel
Miss Everson
Jason, Brandy and Camry Capsel
Miss Johnson
Jason, Brandy and Camry Capsel
Rhonda Goss
Kim, Michael and Radiance Campbell

Terri West
Kim, Michael and Radiance Campbell
Mrs. Barrettsmith
Rajaram and Indrakaran Pippali
Mrs. Suzie Morgan
Maggie, Todd and Joey Jefferson
Cara Olsen
Kelly and Matthew Mutters
Mrs. Baldwin
Sasikala and Abhishek Vishnu Subash
Mrs. O’Grady
Sasikala and Akshay Vishnu Subash
Miss Frailey
Steve and Katharine Straub
Mrs. Matlock
Virginia and Shawn Sarmiento
Mrs. Schaber
Sara, Mitchell and Andrew Decker
Mrs. Newton
Sara, Mitchell and Andrew Decker
Emily Topping
Carrie Ann Courtad
Duane Thoennes
Carrie Ann Courtad
Lisa Molnar
Erik and Terri Prenzler
Meagan O’Brian
John and Paula Pratt
Jeffrey Dobbs
Laura and Robert Reardon
Jeff Dobbs
Alan Lessoff
Trudy Koch
Laura and Robert Reardon
Mrs. Rousey
Keith and Lori Basola
Mrs. Carthans
Steven and Laurel Straub
Mrs. Jen Grupp
Carla Murillo-Huhn
The R Team
Kathleen Lorenz
Mrs. Hartke
Brian Martie
Ms Skaggs
Christine Lacher
Ms Scarlati
Christine Lacher
Ms Thompson
Christine Lacher

July 1, 2007-december 31, 2009 



Contributors
educator honor roll 2008-09 
(honoree in italics) 
Tim Arnold
Stephanie and Doug Gillam
Cindy Wagner
Michelle Schweizer
Sally Whitcomb
Mark Clauss
Mrs. Armstrong
Mark Clauss
Gina Lockenvitz
Patty Natoli
Kathy Mandros
Patty Natoli
Mrs. Kinzinger
Renee and Bill Young
Sara Grulke
Renee and Bill Young
Julie Jannusch
Emily Cooper
Ben Erickson
Rob and Denni Proctor
Colleen Rowsey
Lori Stevens
David Doe
Emily and Rick Anderson
Lyndsay Taylor
Valerie Barnett
Lori Woodard
Sarah Burnett
Emily Kabbes
Suwada Daniels
Mrs. Cummins
Jeff and Andrea Flairty
Mrs. Comadena
Srinivas Garapati
Kathleen Dawson
Kelly Gerharz
Margaret Watson
Kelly Gerharz
Jan Meadows
Amy Green
Benjamin Erickson
Tracy and FJ Hafner
Mrs. Tani Schrift
Deepa Iyer
Ms. Vhren
Deepa Iyer
Carley Schweinberg
Greg and Nicole Jones

Michelle Schaber
Erin and Chad Keefe
Susan Cantrell
Deanna Knoll
Julie Swango
Deanna Knoll
Barbara Fisher
Deanna Knoll
Sue Zimmerman
Scott and Kara Lackey
Mr. Drengwitz
Nancy and Troy Lamb
Mr. Hensley
Nancy and Troy Lamb
Sue Zimmerman
Bill and Leslie McGonigle
Mrs. Adria Carter
Chad and Bobbie Merritt
Nathan Chalmers
Terry and Dele Ogunleye
Cathy Strader
Terry and Dele Ogunleye
Miss Morgan
Mandy Owens
Teresa Arendell
Stephen and Kimberly Pare
Mrs. McGraw
Ganesan Perumal
Mrs. Meadows
Ganesan Perumal
Mr. Hovey
Ganesan Perumal

Mrs. Comadena
Rasaram Pippali
Ms Amy Burns
William and Marie Poland
Ron Schweinberg
William and Marie Poland
Mr. Anderson
William and Marie Poland
LaShanta Williams
Peter Roth
Mrs. Foster
Tamara Schaafsma
Mrs. Laurin
Samir and Reshma Shah
Joan Beattie
Rob and Dawn Sheppelman
Ms Sara Grulke
Rick and Jennifer Shields
Erin Gardner
Kydia Trembley
Mrs. Arendell
Kydia Trembley
Mrs. Brigham
Rhonda and Tom Walsh
Mrs. Bolender
Rhonda and Tom Walsh
Nancy Pye
Melanie Wesley
Mrs. Woodard
Brian and Marti Young

July 1, 2007-december 31, 2009 

route 66 Beautification Project, towanda elementary



Business
Illinois Farm Bureau, Country Financial and 
GROWMARK, Inc 
Heritage Enterprises
Johnston Contractors
Van Gundy Agency Insurance
Freestar Bank
Heartland Bank and Trust Co
Commerce Bank
Mid-Illinois Mechanical
Kurt’s Autobody Repair Shop, Inc
Union Roofing Co, Inc
Lipic Builders
S & S Paint and Body
Felmley Dickerson Co
Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc
Avanti’s Italian Restaurant
Reiser, Chinski, & Co, LLP
AFNI
Apartment Mart, Inc
LzT Associates, Inc./Larson & Darby Group
Sam Leman Chrysler
Bauer and Gudeman
Busey Bank
Middleton Associates Architects, Inc
CEFCU
First Midstate, Inc

organization
Oakdale Elementary PTO
William T Kemper Foundation
Unit 5 Education Association

Personal (includes Payroll Deductions)
Joe and Gretchen Monti
Kim and Donna Brunner
Brad and Roseanne Secord
John and Susan Boerner
Kim Olson
Jim and Lisa Spachman
Elizabeth A Weir
Barbara A Meek
Tim Davis
Pat and Carroll Oien
Steve and Deb Wannemacher
Jerry and Carole Ringer

Blake and Jess Mier
Paul and Kathleen Trumbull
Gary and Becky Niehaus
Rebecca Lysohir
Danielle Lewis
Sharon Rice
Geremiah Lewis-Sims
Gabe Trevino
Anonymous
Steven and Kristin Jackson
Matthew and Rebecca Olmstead
Masroor and Tajammul Mulbagal
Alan Lessoff and Mineke Reinders
Steven and Angela Baker
Scott and Patricia Kelly
Charles and Lynn Barkulis
Rocia Rivadeneyra
Christa and Matt Hoder
Rome and Mary Yount
Steve and Laurel Straub
Javeed Altaf and Afshan Arjuman
Jaime and Carey Moore
Aleta Nord
Marshall Kaisner
Joseph Butcher
Roger and Mary Hunt
Heather and Jeff Young
Darrin, Kristina, and Brogan Conder
Mark and Sandra Wilson
Pete Whitmer
Sam and Norma Van Scoyoc
Donna Lutkehaus
Darrell Kehl
Bill and Linda Nichelson
Steve Snyder
Adrienne Osborne Ives
William Ray and Katherine Widerborg
Lynn and Janis Barker
Mary and Phil Mitchell
Bob and Carol Denny
Florence Lawrence
Dan and Kathy Steadman
Don and Shari Morkin
Linda Stawick
Phares and Harriet O’Daffer
Nancy Sultan

Contributors
January 1-december 31, 2009 

sluice lesson rocks sheridan elementary school students



Personal, continued 
Kent and Mary Jespersen
Christine Kibler
David and Pamela Hayes
John and Joyce Robinson
Stevie and Roger Joslin
Robert Reardon
Kimberly Olson
Fred and Jamie Drake
Ivey Weaver
Jan and Ernie Hoffman
Willie Brown
John and Sandra Puzauskas
Jim and Bobbie Rutrough
Jane and Rich Beal
Jay and Sue Edmondson
Tom and Helen Ochs
Marge and Barry Weaver
Laurette and Chris Stiles
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Rust, Jr
Steve and Mary Vogel
Kelli and Jeff Appel
Eric and Jan Kibler
Dr. Finn and Laura Amble
Dotty Mitchell
Pat Kaisner
Sandy and Bill Slingsby
Chuck and Sue Hurliman
John and Laura Dirks
John and Jan Couillard
Jack and Kim North
Mary and Jim Anderson
Brad and Tonya Barker
Chris and Carol Nyweide
Gary and Toni Young
Reid and Cathy Richards
Mark and Kelly Schwamberger
Paul Lawrence and Helen Ogar
Susan Godley
Julie and Jeff Payne
Terri and Erik Prenzler
John and Peg Kirk
Janet Smith
Sally Pyne
Dr. John and Regina Foehr
Bob and Juanita Ward
Carl and Chantal Sneed
John and Diane Farnsworth
Jennifer Banks
Alan and Elizabeth Robb Sender
Alan and Kathie Chapman
Judie Bey
Steve and Becky Wallace
Gail Ann and Robert W Briggs
Larry and Barbara Efaw
Greg Yount
Angela Null

Carol and Michael Hutmacher
Jerry and Janis Crabtree
Tom and Carole Barger
Scott and Lori Laughlin
Kurt and Joyce Moser
Barbara Pratt and Gregg Mecherle
Bob and Mary Williams
Bob and Laura Reardon
John and Vickie Robertson
Jack and Ann Ingold
Neil and Lynn Finlen
Stephen and Linda Stockton
Kathy Cooper
Patricia Garbe
Barbie Hammer
Michelle Hardwick
Tracey Weaver
Lyndra Webb
Ruth Aves
Cheryl Corbitt
Lisa Goeken Galliart
Joanne Linton
Jane Legner
Karrie Ruestman
Erin Bowman
Hayley Kintner
Vickie Mahrt
Janice Meadows
Emily Kabbes
Kay Kroutil
Kim Matthews
Leisa Barbour
Barbara Coffey
Jean Harper
Julie Varner
Sharon Abner
Susan Canon Powell
Heather Pasewald
Vickie West
Teresa Barnard
Kathy Berberich
Matthew Harr
Barbara Hartseil
Keith Rice
Jennifer Russell
David Bollmann
Marvis Dickinson
Sarah Houston
Camille Taylor
John Bierbaum
Kathleen Britnell
Angela Codron
Dawn Sheppelman
David Hirst
Margaret Modglin
Olivia Newbold
Marty Tarmann

Lisa Tomlin
Patti Anderson
Pamela Comadena
Connie DeBord
Sally Kerber
Amy Knauf
Elizabeth Luering
Gail Scioscia McDermott
Jan Murray
Bruce Weldy
Jill Jannusch
Connie Schroeder
Michelle Hernandez
Kristy Siebert
Julia Basting
Susan Bittner
Deborah Brown
Brenda Burton
Dawn Kelley
Lynn Monfore
Debra Willenborg
Kathryn Kalina
Mary Riley
Candice Vercruysse
Kathryn Gossard
Gretchen Cetin
Diana Coombs
James Gillmeister
Julie Swango
Tove Thomas
Gloria Jameson
Lisa Heaser
Wilma Koesterer
Laurie Roth
Susan Steinbach
Pearlie Calhoun
Mirna Betancourt
John Olds
zahra Shiehee
Amanda Yeazle
Bruce Boswell
Martin Pickett
Connie Young
Nicholas Bussan
Annmarie Steffen
Karen Monhardt
Michael Gebhard
Michelle Maurer
Susan Cortesi
Suzanne McDowell
Dava zschau
Deborah Reed
Deborah Voorhees
Janet Kapper
Julie Riley
M Suzanne Pulido
Mary Polley

Contributors
January 1-december 31, 2009 



Sara Garrett
William Wetzel
Barry Reilly
Cindy Helmers
Erin Knuth
Ginnell Barke
Jolynn Plato
Linda McAninch
Maureen Svob
Annette Langellier
Charlotte Brucker

Julie Hiles
Leslie Frizzell
Mary Kay Scharf
Frances Fry
Mary Litchfield
Mary Olson
Patricia Bucholtz
Deborah Taylor
Karen Klein
Patricia Weaver
Jamie Wolfe

Contributors
January 1-december 31, 2009

numbers tell a story
nchs & northpoint elementary

Jeffrey Lockenvitz
Rowena Chiles
Susanne Casey
Victoria VanCauwenberg
Anne Broughton
Brenda Cinkovich
Daniel Barbic
Janet Crowley
Phyllis Pederson
Rita Buczyna



2008-09 grant awards
In 2008, educators in Unit 5 and District 87 submitted 113 applications requesting a total of $103,573.  
The Foundation awarded $32,919 toward 60 projects. Your contributions help us narrow the gap 
between what is requested and what we are able to fund. Thank you. 

elementary/early childhood schools
Bent, Debora Armendariz, $300, Logic Games ALL Winter Long
Fox Creek, Amy Schumacher, $300, Roll Out the Red Carpet!
Glenn, Erin Bowman, $150, Learning Resource Scanner
Glenn, Jennifer Gibson, $140, Using Technology to Increase Technical Writing
Glenn, Denise Holmes, $180, Weather Collection Enrichment
Glenn, Denise Holmes & Catherine Troyer, $200, SunWise School Program
Grove, Kim Carlock, Susan Cantrell, Nancy Goelitz, Donna Sliney, Cindy Wagner, and Cameo Williams, 
$1,000, Build a Book
Grove, Donna Sliney, $600, Storytelling Club
Hoose, Lora Boyd, Tara Bennit, $300, Family and Schools Working Together
Hoose, Michelle Potthoff, $300, Notable Nonfiction
Irving, Sara Garrett, $1,200, Orff Instruments
Irving, Pamela Hedger, $300, Differentiating Math Instruction
Irving, Courtney Jokisch, $257, Family Math Packs
Irving,  Ginnell Barke & Erin Knuth, $300, Leap FrogTM Leap Pad Mobile Center
Northpoint, Holly Tindall, Maureen Backe, Susan Hospelhorn, and Lori Woodard, $1,500, Assessment Express
Oakdale, Barbara Skaggs, $1,018, Junior Great Books
Oakdale, Brigham, and UNITY Center Lyndra Webb, $2,880, CONNECTIONS
Oakland, Amy Oberts, $500, Reading Never Sounded So Good
Oakland, Sara Porter, $1,199, Writing SMARTer
Oakland, Molly Uhren, $700, We all Smile in the Same Language
Oakland, Molly Uhren, $196, I am from India 
Oakland, Molly Uhren, $199, I am Learning English!!!
Oakland, Kristen Foley, Janenne Scott, Eden Davis, $300, Super Science Kits
Parkside, Mary Aper, Tena Sprau, Meghan White, $300, Dramatic Adventure!
Parkside, Mary Aper, Tena Sprau, Meghan White, $800, Magnificent Math Minds
Prairieland, Britta Armstrong-Mitchell, Carrie  Kieser, Amy Lucas, Kathy Mandros, and Kelly   
Murray, $615, Math Mini-Lessons
Prairieland, Debra Foster, $750, VerVision Document Camera
Prairieland, Debra Foster, $100, RCA Small Wonder Digital Video Camcorder
Prairieland, Carol Johnson, $300, Energy of the Future: The Power House
Sarah Raymond, Deborah Lamberti, $300, Parents as Teaching Partners
Sarah Raymond, Christie Vellella, Cindy Lehr, $1,050, Come to Your Senses!
Sheridan, Leah McCray, $1,200, Orff Instruments for Hands-on Music Instruction
Sheridan, Phyllis Pederson, $2,300, The Sluice, The Whole Sluice, and Nothing but the Sluice
Stevenson, Katharine Corley, $300, Bringing the Outside into a Kindergarten  Classroom
Stevenson, Dani Loseke, $276, Literacy from School to Home
Stevenson, Dani Loseke, $275, Literacy Through Listening
Stevenson,  Dani Loseke, $300, Interactive Reading Books
Stevenson, Erin O’Grady, $269, Cool Classroom Communicators!
Stevenson,  Amanda White, Katharine Corley,  $300, This Kindergarten Class Likes Writing   
with Their Fourth Grade Buddies!
Stevenson, Chris Baldwin, Katharine Corley, Tanya Wolfe, Megan Yontz, $796, Leap FrogTM Literacy Learning
Sugar Creek, Katie Nelson, $300, Phonemic Awareness for Kindergarten Students
Towanda, Stacie Finlen, $300, Sensory Baskets
Towanda, Jason Nourie, $135, Pod Casting
Towanda, Susan Steinbach, $275, Reading Manipulatives
Washington, Anne Waldorf, Christy Adams, Vicky Vancauwenerge, $279, Your Turn to Write

Continued, next page

Grant Awards



Grant Awards
2008-09 grant awards, continued
Junior high/middle schools
BJHS, Sandra Graham, $300, Student Driven Learning in Geometry
BJHS, Kristen Ayers, $500, Recumbent Bike
BJHS, Kristen Ayers, Debi Katkus, $280 Lunch Buddy Program
BJHS, Michelle Sapp, $550, Don’t Agonize...Organize!
BJHS, Michelle Sapp, Jamie Wolfe, $530, Label Jars...Not People
BJHS, Irving, Oakland, Sheridan, Stevenson, Washington, Michele Reckers, $298, Band Accompaniment 
through an iPOD
PJHS, Shawn Schwerman, $300, Scanning for your SMARTboard
PJHS, Shawn Schwerman, $300, Writing to Learn with Comic Life

high schools
AVC, BHS, Suzanne McDowell, $600, Entrepreneurship Week Culminating Activity
BHS, Lisa Thomas, $255, Vocabulary Building with Music
NCHS, Northpoint, Jennifer Coppersmith, Connie DeBord, Lori Woodard, $693, Numbers Tell a Story
NCWHS, Berny Chiaro, $500, Freshman Mentoring and Team Building
NCWHS, Mary Jo Douglass, $485, Wiring a Solar Powered Home
NCWHS, Megan Ernst, Peggy Modglin, $1,499, Opening Up Opportunities for Cognitively Impaired 
Students
Kathy Whitney, $290, Dance, Dance Revolution Game

2009-10 grant awards
In 2009, educators in Unit 5 and District 87 submitted 122 applications requesting a total of $96,371. The 
Foundation awarded $28,429 toward 53 projects. Since 1992, $311,152 has been awarded to support 459 
projects. Your contributions help us narrow the gap between what is requested and what we are able to 
fund. Thank you. 

elementary/early childhood schools
Fox Creek, Amy Schumacher, $800, Legacy Project Documented: The Better to See You With My Dear!
Fox Creek, Amy Schumacher, $700, Hear the Joy of Reading and Learning!
Fox Creek, Linda Kitterman, $300, Interactive Boardmaker Storybooks
Glenn, Jennifer Gibson, $500, School Book Club:  Beyond the Books 
Glenn, Colleen Moore, $425, Fitwall Strength Training Mount System
Hoose, Leisa Barbour, $279, Teaching American History Using Primary Sources
Hudson, Matt Sterrett, $1,500, Studio Fun
Irving, Peggy Dunlap, $500, Integrated Art Education Units 
Irving, Maureen Svob, $272, Think Globally!  GPS In the Classroom and Beyond 
Irving, Ginnell Barke, $150, Leap FrogTM Electronic Books 
Northpoint, Betty Kinzinger, $630, Kaleidoscoping in the Classroom!
Northpoint, Cristie Koechle, Rebecca Spears, Betty Kinzinger, $375, Flippin’ for Science
Oakland, Annette Langellier, Laura Bass, Kathy Johnson, $699, Listening and Learning
Oakland, Julie Hiles, $300, Soaring with an Airliner 
Oakland, Mary Kay Scharf, $250, Healthy Kids Fair
Oakland, Meagan O’Brian, Stacy Hornbacker, $250, Project Connect
Prairieland, Marylynn Meredith, $1,568, Artists and Art Careers for Kids
Prairieland, Candice Vercruysse, $1,409, Developing Writers
Prairieland, Debra Foster, $1,400, Response and Intervention
Prairieland, Kathryn E. Kalina, $950, Document Camera
Prairieland, Britta Armstrong-Mitchell, Carrie Kieser, Kathy Mandros, Kelly Murray, $660, Literacy 
Station Learning 
Prairieland, Linda Lenz, $300, Math Manipulatives to Create Real Life Experiences!
Prairieland, Sherry J. Sharp, $300, Wii Game System and Wii Music for Cognitively Impaired and
General Music Classes
Prairieland, Carol Johnson, $300, Airliner Wireless Slate:  Be Smart Anywhere

Continued, next page



Grant Awards
2009-10 grant awards, continued
elementary schools, continued
Prairieland, Carol Johnson, $280, Math Manipulatives
Stevenson, Barbi Dennis, $300, Increasing Reading Fluency in First Grade
Stevenson, Dani Loseke, $300, Beyond the Books and into Software
Stevenson, Katharine Corley, $300, Exploring Language and Skill Development Through Dramatic Play
Stevenson, Katharine Corley, $300, Let Me Listen!  Who’s That Reading What I Wrote?!?!
Stevenson, Lisa Ellis, Karen Klein, $300, Wii Put Fun in Fitness
Towanda, Judy Lancaster, $300, What Did You Do At School Today? The Home/School Connection
Washington, Jamie Wolfe, $244, WOLF Binders (Well Organized Learning Friends)
Washington, Jamie Wolfe, Misty Baley, $291, Ready, Set…..LISTEN!!!

Junior high/middle schools
BJHS, Luisa Gomez-Bonner, $1,730, Character Development and Leadership
BJHS, Debi Katkus, Dava zschau, Kristen Ayers, $1,550, Go Green!! 
BJHS, Michelle Sapp, $900, Compact Confidence  
BJHS, Kristen Ayers, Debi Katkus, $800, Job Exploration
BJHS, Michelle Sapp, Ashley Schnittker, Linn McDonald, $537, Spoken Reflections
BJHS, Yesenia Nicoson, Mary Aplington, Suzie Hutton, Michelle Nauman, Nancy Pichla, Diane Gallucci 
$300, MP3EASE (MP3 Enthusiastic, Achieving, Self-Sufficient, Enriched)
BJHS, Michele Reckers, $300, Learning from the Pros!
BJHS, Jayme Corcoran, $300, Wide Open Spaces
BJHS, Jenny Setterlund, $260, Using Voice Recordings to Improve Language Arts Skills
BJHS, Jayme Corcoran, $165, Digital Social Stories
BJHS, Michelle Sapp, $150, Ready, Set, Read!
PJHS, Christine Mitchell, Ellen Main, $300, Playaway and READ!

high schools
BHS, Rhett Felix, Amanda Van Allen, Robert Behrens, $1,800, Holocaust Personalization and Literature 
Experience
BHS, Becky Frangella, $300, Vocabulary Mart
BHS, Becky Frangella, $300, The Book Bistro
BHS, Julie Marcy, $300, Increasing Learning with MP3 Players
NCWHS, Lisa A. Tomlin, Mary Jo Douglass, $380, The Airliner Advantage
NCWHS, Lisa A. Tomlin, $294, Take Time for Science 
NCWHS, Dan Phelps, $268, Exercise Bands to Expand Resistance Training Experience
NCWHS, Lisa A. Tomlin, $63, Leaf Lowdown
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