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About Beyond the Books 

Beyond The Books Educational Foundation 

PO Box 908, Bloomington, IL 61702-0908   

BeyondTheBooksBN.com  

Beyond the Books Educational Foundation is a not-for-profit corporation whose 

goal is to provide a long-term, self-sustaining financial base to fund innovative 

academic programs in Unit 5 and District 87 public schools. Organized in 1992, the 

Foundation is a group of private citizens and is not part of either school district. 

The Boards of Education of both districts encouraged the Foundation’s formation 

and strongly support its efforts. 

2020-2021 Board of Directors 

Doug Ficca • President 

Allison Stephey • Vice President 

Renee Cook • Secretary 

Kristi Rink • Treasurer 

Boards of Education Representatives 

Elizabeth Fox Anvick • District 87 

Barry Hitchins • Unit 5 

Superintendents 

Dr. Kristen Weikle • Unit 5 

Dr. Barry Reilly • District 87 

Advisory 

Michelle Lamboley 

Dr. Diane Wolf 

Brian Hitchins 

Trisha Warner 

David L Anderson 
Jackie Bauer 
Dave Douglass 
Erin Easter 
Yuki Gottschaldt 
Morgan Lurkins 
Christopher Marks 
Denise Muehleck 
Poshlyn Nicholson 
Walter Phillips 
Paula Pratt 
Jane Smolen 
Paul Tkach 
Scott Wilson 
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More About Beyond the Books 

Mission Statement • The mission of Beyond the Books Educational Foundation is to fund innovative enrichment 
programs for the students of McLean County Unit District No. 5 and Bloomington District 87 Public Schools.  

 

How is the Foundation Structured? • Beyond The Books Educational Foundation is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) 
Illinois corporation that was formed in 1992. Its purpose is to provide a long-term, self-sustaining financial base 
that will annually fund innovative academic programs in District 87 and Unit 5 public schools. All work of the 
Foundation is accomplished by private citizens who serve without salary as the Board of Directors. Annually, the 
Board elects officers and directors, reviews policies and practices, evaluates the funded projects and conducts a 
financial audit. The Boards of Education of Unit 5 and District 87 encouraged the formation of the Foundation 
and strongly support its efforts ... a partnership for innovation in public education.  

 

What is the Process for Awarding Grants? • Each winter, educators in both District 87 and Unit 5 are invited to 
submit a written grant application which describes the project, method of implementation, cost estimate and 
the value of the program to students. Applications are reviewed by the Beyond the Books Educational 
Foundation Board of Directors and funding is awarded according to established criteria. The selected programs 
are implemented the following school year.  

 

What Kinds of Enrichment Programs are Funded? • The objective of Beyond The Books Educational Foundation 
is to fund innovative programs (which are not currently offered) that enhance educational experiences. The 
Foundation is committed to educational excellence in the core academic areas, the arts and humanities, 
sciences, and technology. All age levels and areas of study are considered.  

 

What is the Financial Goal of the Foundation? • Beyond The Books Educational Foundation is working toward 
growing its endowment fund to provide funding for all eligible grants. The ongoing financial commitment of 
contributors to the Foundation can enable our children and our community to become the best they can be.  

 

How Can I Contribute? • Your check, annual pledge or donation via PayPal is appreciated.  

• Contribute online or obtain forms at BeyondTheBooksBN.com.  

• Make an Honor donation to commemorate a special person (child, teacher, parent) or occasion (birthday, 
anniversary, graduation, retirement).  

• Remember someone with a Memorial gift.  

• Name the Foundation in a bequest, real estate gift or as a beneficiary on an insurance policy.  

 

Where do I Send my Donation? • Print, fill out and mail the Contribution/Pledge Card with checks payable to: 
Beyond The Books Educational Foundation P.O. Box 908 • Bloomington, IL 61702-0908  
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Financial Update 

In 2020, the Beyond the Books Educational Foundation had total revenues of 

$115,194.54 from a combination of individual, business, and Beyond the Box 

(BTB) contributions, and investment returns and interest.  

 

 

 

Calendar Year 2020  

Revenue Summary for Annual Report  

 

Regular Contributions           $  25,301  

Ingold Family Donations           $  15,000  

BTB Contributions           $  10,000  

Investment Returns & Interest         $  64,892  

Total Revenue             $115,194  

Calendar Year 2020  

Expense Summary for Annual Report  

 

2020 Grant Awards    $   78,748  

Professional Fees     $     7,180  

Mailing Supplies & Postage   $       190  

Promotional Materials    $       824  

Insurance      $       525  

Information Technology    $    6,080  

Total Expenses     $  93,805  
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Grant Applications and Awards 

In 2020, Beyond the Books Educational Foundation received 65 grant applications 
from educators in Unit 5 and District 87, requesting a total of $140,983. Of those 
65 applications, 35 projects were awarded a total of $68,748.  
  

Since 1992, $783,833 has been awarded to support  849 projects. 
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Donors in Fiscal Year 2020 

 January 1, 2020—December 31, 2020 

Jennifer Leigh Adams 

Lynette A’Hearn 

Alan & Kathie Chapman Giving 
Fund 

Dave and Cathy Anderson 

Julia W Basting 

W Brad and Tonya Barker 

Mike and Jackie Bauer 

Jane and Rich Beal 

Diana B Behnke 

Kathy Berberich 

John Ryan Bierbaum 

Erin Marie Bowman 

Dennis Bridges 

Gail Ann Briggs 

Willie G Brown 

Deborah Brown 

Elizabeth and Thomas Burns 

William and Mary Caisley 

Kevin and Lisa Callis 

Angela R Codron 

Renee Cook 

Kathy Cooper 

COUNTRY Financial 

Jerry and Jan Crabtree 

Mark D Daniel 

Johnna Darragh 

Carol Denny 

John and Laura Dirks 

Gil and Betty Dorsey 

David Douglas 

Erin Easter 

Barbara Efaw 

Efaw Family Foundation 

 

Larry Eggan 

Scott and Eva Ferguson 

Douglas Ficca 

Deanna Frautschi 

Lisa Goeken Galliart 

George and Myra Gordon 

Steven and Cathleen Haas 

Dr. Herschel and Carolyn Hannah 

Michelle Hardwick 

Rose Harms 

Matthew W Harr 

Barbara Jean Hartseil 

Dave and Pam Hays 

Lisa Marie Heaser 

Julie A Hiles 

Barry and Angela Hitchins 

Nancy Hoeferle 

Joseph and Carel Hoeniges 

Valarie Hollis Lyons 

Tammy L Holmes 

Roger and Mary Hunt 

Chuck and Susan Hurliman 

James and Martha Ingold 

Courtney Irby 

Charles Irwin 

Adrienne Ives 

Natalie Ann Karr 

Emily Christine Kauten 

Karmy Kays 

Dawn Marie Kelley Lett 

Margaret M Killian 

Amy Lynne Knauf 

Erin K Knuth 

Lynn Kwitkowski 

 

Tracey E Lake 

Connie and Rick Laleman 

Jeff and Erexenia Lanier 

Arnold and Barbara Lizakowski 

Jeffery T Lockenvitz 

Elizabeth A Luering 

Chris and Susan Magnuson 

Christopher Marks 

Michelle Ann Maurer 

Gail Scioscia McDermott 

Lynette and Rick Mehall 

Hayley Jo Mennenga 

Meta Mickens-Baker 

Mary and Phil Mitchell 

Margaret Kathleen Modglin 

Lisa C Molnar 

Don and Shari Morkin 

Kurt and Joyce Moser 

Denise Mueleck 

Jan A Murray 

Paula Naour 

National Financial Services LLC 

Network for Good 

Dr. Joseph Newcomer 

Margaret Ninness 

Paul and Mary O’Brian 

Janine M Palma 

Heather N S Pasewald 

Jeff and Julie Payne 

PayPal Giving Fund 

Walter Phillips 

Michelle Marie Pilon 

Jolynn P Plato 

Mary P Polley 
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Donors in Fiscal Year 2020 Cont. 

 January 1, 2020—December 31, 2020 

Gregg Mecherle & Barby Pratt 

John and Paula Pratt 

M Suzanne Pulido 

John and Sandra Puzauskas 

Santhy Ramanathan 

Barry M Reilly 

Keith Rice 

Reid and Cathy Richards 

Micheal Curt Richardson 

Julie A Riley 

Dr. Jerry and Carole Ringer 

Mitch and Kristi Rink 

John and Vicke Robertson 

Laura Robinson 

Randy and Amy Roser 

Karrie L Ruestman 

Ed Jr and Sally Rust 

Russell and Margaret Rutter 

Patti and Phillip Scheets 

Shawn L Schwerman 

Janenne Scott 

Brad and Roseanne Secord 

Teresa L Shaver 

Dawn Demlow Sheppelman 

Shirk Family Foundation 

Kristy K Siebert 

Sandy Slingsby 

Paul and Mary Smith 

Carl and Chantal Sneed 

State Farm Companies Foundation 

Dan and Kathy Steadman 

Annmarie D Steffen 

Lewis F Steinbach 

Susan L Steinbach 

Allison Stephey 

Ann Sullivan 

Maureen M Svob 

Marty K Tarmann 

The Growmark Foundation 

The Longfellow Club 

Paul Tkach 

Lisa A Tomlin 

Bruce and Linda Unterman 

Norma Van Scoyoc 

Eric Varner 

Deborah Voorhees 

Dave and Mary Ann Webb 

Lyndra S Webb 

Bill and Peg Wetzel 

William R Wetzel 

Peter Whitmer 

Todd Wietlispach 

Diane Wolf 

Nicholas Wolf Bussan 

Jamie L Wolfe 

Mark and Ellen R Wylie 
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Your generosity helps 

fund innovative 

enrichment programs. 

See a list of grant winners at 

BeyondTheBooksBN.com 
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2020-2021 Grant Awards 

Elementary Schools 

Benjamin 

Mary Aper, Mary Current, Amanda Dytrych, Tracie Ghrist, Tena Sprau | $2,021 | Researcher’s Workshop: Out of this World Inquiry 

Brigham  

Wendy Young, Kathy Cooper, Lora Boyd | $1,447 | Cooking with Kiddos—YUM 

Glenn 

Bryan Schultz | $479 | Drumming to a Creative PE 

Grove 

Heather Damery, Nikki Dillow, Lindsey Gillespie, Emily Kauten | $434 | Kinders Love Kinetic Sand During Purposeful Play 

Irving 

Erin Knuth | $360 | Soft Start Mornings 

Kala Krueger, Joy Searby | $3,858 | Coding Carts 

Northpoint/Fairview 

Kiki Keeney, Rebecca Johnson | $3,066 | Uke’an Play Along: Learning to String, Strum, and Apply 

Oakland 

Alycia Carroll | $362 | Smart Guess? You Bet! 

Sarah Raymond 

Wendy Iverson, M. Stalter, S. Mahan, N. Reidy, B. Weir, M. Fischmann, M. Swaar, A. Bittner, R. Toft, J. Phelps, C. Taylor, E. O’Grady, 
C. Lonbom | $5,000 | It’s more than playing house! 

Washington 

Jayme Corcoran, Andy Jones | $337 | The Writing Doctor 

 

Middle Schools / Junior Highs 
BJHS 

Rachael Van Heuklon | $300 | Insightful Learning 

Kristie Price, Michelle Chon | $393 | The House of Scorpion 

CJHS 

Carissa Mennen, Janelle Learned | $5,000 | Bridges to Literacy: A Multilingual Library 

EJHS 

Beth Stephens, Nate Bostic | $368 | Magnetic Levitation Lab 

Danielle Estes | $4,350 | Enhancing Language Through Expeditions 

KJHS 

Erin Dobson, Alyssa Jones | $395 | Creating Cultural Responsiveness in Language Arts & Social Studies 

PJHS 

Jessica Stutz | $368 | Chill Zone 

Shawn Schwerman | $375 | Mentoring with Pictures 

Shawn Schwerman | $360 | Keepin it Green 

Cory Burnett, Erin Stack | $340 | Sound Waves-Developing a Solution to Excessive Noise 

Cassie Lee, Kate Pavlou | $1,252 | Cooking Our Way to Independence 
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High Schools 

BHS 

Elizabeth Guzaldo | $4,078 | The Sustainable School Garden 

NCWHS 

Teri Wilson, Dave Lehr, Jackson Suddarth | $300 | I can see clearly now 

Ali Akyuz | $350 | Graphica Tablets for Cultivation and Collaboration 

Ryan Kerr, Katherine Cavender, IWU | $3,310 | Student Literary and Art Journal 

Dave Weber, Jade Griffin | $899 | Making Motion Make Sense 

Dave Weber | $1,913 | DIY Computers 

Lisa Tomlin, Dave Weber | $1,172 | Chromosomal Connections 

April Schermann | $3,450 | Coding Takes Flight—Using Drones in Computer Science 

Abagail Primo | $1,825 | Standard: Balances for Hands-On Scientific Inquiry Lab 

Michael Burt, Jarrod Rackauskas | $4,250 | Using Thermal Cameras to Augment our Senses in Chemistry 

NCWHS & NCHS 

Dave Lehr, Dan Higby, Val Walker | $4,925 | Solar Energy for Everyone 

Teri Wilson, Margherita DiVita | $1,472 | Diversity Library 

NCHS 

Dan Higby, Scott Froelich, Val Walker, Don Whitman, Brock Keller, Matt Emberson | $4,939 | Clean Power and Technology Across 
the Curriculum 

Jacob Wiechman, Andrew Bennett, Stefen Robinson | $5,000 | Audio Production: Empowering Students through Self-Expression 

Special Grant Award - Beyond the Box $10,000  

Monies for this award are provided by the Shirk Family Foundation 

Glenn Elementary 

Hayley Mennenga, Angela Trask | $10,000 | “Augmented Realty Sandbox” 

Students will be able to explore the science behind how water and weathering affects earth’s materials.  They can discover the 
importance of a variety of freshwater ecosystems.  Educators can demonstrate a wide range of Earth Science concepts interactively.  
For instance, they can show and encourage students to build the varied land-forms found on Earth’s surface and illustrate how they 
were created by a variety of processes such as flooding, erosion, tectonics, and glaciations. 

The grant funds will make it possible to purchase an augmented reality sandbox that will be used by students of the entire school, 
kindergarten through fifth grade in the subject areas of science, social studies, math, and language arts.  The concepts and scenarios 
are kept simple for the younger students, by discussing contour lines, mountains, valleys, watersheds and water flow.  When engaging 
older students the scenarios and concepts become more complex and the learning experience can include discussions of land-forms, 
elevation, and best land management practice and processes. 

“The use of technology increases student engagement and helps make learning more meaningful and fun.  Students can actually be the 
ones in charge of their own learning through this hands-on tool.  Through their own research, thoughts and plans, they will be able to 
create anything from the tallest mountains to the smallest rainstorms all based on the student's imagination." 

 

See a list of prior grant winners at BeyondTheBooksBN.com  

2020-2021 Grant Awards Cont. 

Empowering Educators to Inspire Students 


